
SUBMISSION FROM BLAIR URQUHART 
 
About Blair Urquhart
Designed and defined the first computer database for recording tartans in 
1992 which is still used by all.  
Grant funded in 2006, by the Scottish Executive through the STA, to update 
and enhance the data management software. 
Qualifications and Interests
A Bachelor of Arts (Fine Art), journalist, film maker, software engineer, 
businessman, member of STS (expelled) since 1989, and founder member of 
the STA. I have a great personal interest in the heritage of European costume 
and work regularly for Archnetwork, an EU funded NGO based in Scotland 
promoting cultural heritage links with Europe. 
  
Regarding the definition of tartan.
(Ref:2)My contention is that tartan is first and foremost a fabric, distinguished 
from other fabrics in that it is woven with self coloured threads in stripes that 
are broadly symmetrical in repeating patterns of 6 inches or thereabouts, and 
that the warp and weft are broadly the same. 
  
If the definition was to call tartan primarily a "design" or a "pattern" then you 
would be left with the rather awkward statement that it was design that could 
only be applied to a woven fabric by pre-dying the threads. 
  
(Ref 7.c) Mention of 'threads' later in the document appears to make the 
assumption that tartan is a fabric. 
  
(Ref:1.3) It is my opinion that the Scottish Register of Tartans MUST BE A 
CLOTH ARCHIVE. The original Tartans Society members, Capt 
Davidson, D.C.Stewart and others, even went to the trouble of sewing the 
"name" label on to the cloth sample, so strong was their belief that the real 
historic evidence was contained in the cloth itself. 
  
Regarding the apparent questionable specifications in my definition. I stand by 
these assertions. For example: 
  
"Self coloured threads". The Balmoral tartan designed by Prince Albert, 
Queen Victoria's husband, contains a twisted yarn of 2 colours, woven as a 
single thread. This appears to flout the rules, and it does. The resulting 
"tartan" looks a bit odd. It is almost a tweed. It is clear that the definition of 
tartan has been broken. To my mind this only strengthens the intrinsic weight 
of the definition.  
  
The asymmetrical tartans. 
It only take a brief glance to see that these tartans are in the greatest part, 
symmetrical. The more that the pattern departs from the the symmetrical rule, 
the less like a tartan it becomes. I stand by the definition "broadly 
symmetrical". The same applies the differences  in warp and weft. 
  
 



The 6 inch rule. 
Some existing traditional patterns are much bigger than 6 inches, but a quick 
look shows that many of these larger setts are made up of 6 inch blocks. In 
fact the tartan thought to be the largest sett for many years (STS circa 1975) 
was the "New Brunswick". It clearly pays homage to the six inch rule. Modern 
looms allow the weaver to do things that were simply not possible in the era 
when traditional tartans were originally defined. 
  
Rules are made to be broken and no one of these rules should exclude a 
tartan from the records. However, it could be said that if a submission to the 
register breaks ALL the rules, then it must go, but this not important. The 
keeper will, no doubt, conceive a form of words that the tartan submitted is too 
far from the traditional form to be included in the register. 
  
Regarding names for tartans
(Ref:8) I disagree with the bill where is says that only one tartan can be 
registered with the same name. This is not true historically, and would 
introduce all kinds of contention.  
  
  
 


